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Hymns reprinted with permission under One License #A-701577. All rights reserved.
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ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
By grace, we know, love, worship and serve
Jesus Christ as we proclaim His Good News.
Welcome to St. Luke Lutheran Church. We are glad that God brought you to worship with us today.
We rejoice in your presence among us this morning to praise and adore our Lord Jesus Christ!
Please take a moment to fill out a Visitor Card located in the pew rack in front of you and drop it
in the offering plate, so that we may have a record of your visit. Please come back and join us soon.
You are always most welcome at St. Luke.

December 19, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a lovely tribute to
the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us
in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”
It is the kind of tension in which the church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—
“we proclaim the Lord’s death.”

Liturgy for Today: We will Worship today using liturgy and hymns from Setting Four of the red
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book, also known as the ELW. We are also using liturgy and hymns
from Setting Eleven of the new All Creation Sings Worship Book. Today’s liturgy and hymns are
provided in this bulletin for your convenience. Congregational response is marked with a bolded C.
Altar Flowers: Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in Honor of their
grandchildren Mary Paige, Thomas, William and Naomi by John and Millie Olson.
Advent Wreath: Thank you to the Sim and Marlys Austin and their grandchildren for serving in
Worship today by lighting the Advent Wreath and reading the Advent Wreath Prayer.
Offering: Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings in
the plates at the beginning of the service as you enter. Thank you.
9:00am

NO Sunday School Classes or Adult Forum

10:00am

In-person WORSHIP SERVICE ~ with Holy Communion
with Advent Wreath Lighting and Advent Reading
Our Christmas Cantata takes place during the Service.
Our Worship Service will also be available for viewing
Sunday morning “LIVE” on our Facebook page and later on our Youtube channel
www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond, www.youtube.com/user/stlukesermons

11:30am
3:00, 3:30pm

Church Council Meeting
Christmas Caroling, meet at the church to carpool

Please turn off or silence your cell phone. Thank you.
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PRELUDE, “Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

St. Luke Handbell Choir

(We stand and face the Baptismal font)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God,
who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good things.
C
Amen.
P

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.

(Silence for reflection)
P
C

God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another,
we confess our sin before you.
We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation.
We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves.
We forget that we are your children
and turn away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One,
and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.

P

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
† your sins are forgiven.
You are children of the Most High,
inheritors of the eternal promise,
and recipients of divine mercy.
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.

C
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THE GATHERING

ENTRANCE HYMN, “Savior of the Nations, Come” Vv. 1-2, 5-6

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
ADVENT WREATH

L

C

We praise you, O God,
for this wheel of time
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the candles on this wreath,
open our eyes to see your presence in the lowly ones of this earth.
Enlighten us with your grace,
that we may sing of your advent among us in the Word made flesh.
Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
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HYMN, “People, Look East” V. 1-4
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
O Christ, in the stillness of our souls we listen for your voice.
C
Come, Lord Jesus!
P
C

The peace of God be among you and remain with you always.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that binds us,
that we may receive you in joy and serve you always,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
(We sit)

After every reading:

THE WORD

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

FIRST LESSON: Micah 5:2-5a
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king
who, like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around
Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this
passage to be referring to Jesus.
2

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
4
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
5a
and he shall be the one of peace.
5

PSALMODY, “All the ends of the earth have seen the power of God”
SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 10:5-10
The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s
coming. Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the
greatest sacrifice of all, one through which we are made a holy people.
5

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
6
in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
7
Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
8
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings
and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added,
“See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And
it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all.
(We stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, “Rejoice, rejoice Emmanuel shall come to you O Israel”
Before the reading:
P
The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45
Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit
and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God
who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things.
39

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed
is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
After the reading:
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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(We sit)

HYMN, “Advent Promises”

CHRISTMAS CANTATA

St. Luke Handbell Choir

CANTICLE RESPONSE
And Holy is your name through all the generations!
Everlasting is your mercy to all the people you have chosen,
And holy is your name!
CANTATA
“Every Valley”
Ah, Bleak and Chill the Wintry Wind”
“Angel Carol”
“A Merry Carol of the Bells”
“Jesus, Jesus Rest Your Head”

St. Luke Adult Choir

(We stand)
APOSTLES’ CREED
P
Together with the whole church, we confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
P
In this season of watching and waiting,
let us pray for all people and places
that yearn for God’s presence.
(We sing)
HYMN, “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
A

C
A

C
A

C
A
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Nurturing God,
you give us life and care for our every need.
Use the church’s gifts and ministries for your service,
bringing your word to all who seek your transforming grace on.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Creator God,
you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made.
Renew barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps.
Make us servants of your creation that brings forth abundant life.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Righteous God,
you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly.
Strengthen those who seek justice.
Bless the work of community organizers, activists, journalists,
and all who call our attention to imbalances of power.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Compassionate God,
you proclaim your love and mercy.
Show your lovingkindness
to teen parents and those who are pregnant.
Comfort any struggling with infertility
and those who await test results,
are in treatment and hospice care,
and others in need.

A
Today, especially do we name:
Family of
Ken Hammond III
Skip Basden
Susan Higden
Carol Bernard
Howdy Howdyshell
Joe Colly
Family of
Scott Cook
Lambert Kerschbaumer
Dean Fossum
Betty Kipps
David Hahn
Brent Ladd
Kenneth Hammond II
A

Family of
Lesley Marcoux
Linda Metoyer
Margaret Moseley
Adele Pennington
Jim Poole
Susan Robinson
Molly Roth

Pastor Donna Ruggles
Pastor Ken Ruppar
Evelyn Spear
Jerald Spear
Kay Wason
Simone Wiggins
Sarah Witthoefft
Jean Yerian

We pray for those we now name before you,
either out loud, or in the silence of our hearts:
(wait)

A
C

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A

Gracious God,
you fill the hungry with good things.
Bless the feeding ministries of this congregation and community.
Guide us to share your bounty with those who hunger or live in poverty.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C
A

C
P

C

Faithful God,
you stir up the hearts of those who love you.
We give you thanks for those who, like Mary,
were courageous in their witness.
Give us such courage until that day when you fulfill all things.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of new life,
you come among us in the places we least expect.
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts,
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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THE MEAL

(We greet one another with a gesture of peace, saying, “Peace be with you.” Please share
signs of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only. If any are not comfortable making
physical contact during the peace, please share peace in other ways.)
PEACE
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
(We sit)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING
Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings in
the plates at the beginning of the service as you enter.
(We stand to sing as the gifts are presented at the altar)
OFFERTORY, “God Bless to Us Our Bread”
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
C
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE - ADVENT
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

11

(We sing)
SANCTUS, “Ley Lo Ley Lo Lay Lo

12

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR ADVENT
P
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
C

P

C
P

C
P

C

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
(We sit)
HOLY COMMUNION:
This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and
for those who want to love him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have
little, you who have been here often and you who have not been here long, you who have tried
o follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. It is his will
that those who want him should meet him here.
Those who do not commune are invited forward for a blessing. Those unable to partake of wine
or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in, with, and under
each element. White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
Come to Christ’s banquet.
Feast on God’s gift of grace.

14

(We sing during the distribution of Communion)
COMMUNION HYMN, “O Lamb of God”

15

COMMUNION HYMN, “Love Has Come”

CHOIR MEDITATION, “Mary Did You Know”
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(We stand)
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P
The God of hope
fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
C
Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
Most High God,
you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power,
form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
C
Amen.
(Silence for reflection)

THE SENDING

BENEDICTION
P
The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy,
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN, “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”

DISMISSAL
A
Go in peace. Christ is near.
C
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE, “Hallelujah Chorus”

18
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CHRISTMAS
WORSHIP SERVICES
Friday December 24, 2021, 8:00pm

Christmas Eve, The Nativity of Our Lord
Christmas Candlelight Worship Service
with Holy Communion

Festival of
Lessons and Carols

December 26, 2021
First Sunday of Christmas
No Sunday School
10:00am Worship Service
20

Masks are now required inside the church, regardless of your vaccination
status. Thank you for helping us stop the spread of the corona virus.
COUNCIL MEETING: Sunday, December 19, 11:30am
STEPHEN MINISTRY CHRISTMAS BRUNCH: Sunday, December 19, 12:30pm, at the Webbers
CHRISTMAS CAROLING: Sunday, December 19, 3:00pm to 3:30pm, meet at the church
INTERIORS DECORATES: Tuesday, December 20, 10:00am
NO MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY: Wednesday, Dec. 22
HANDBELL CHOIR REHEARSAL: Thursday, Dec. 23, 6:30pm
ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL: Thursday, Dec. 23, 7:30pm
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE: Friday, Dec. 24, 8:00pm
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED: December 27th - December 31st
LESSONS AND CAROLS SERVICE: Sunday, Dec. 28, 10:00am

NO MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY: Wednesday, Dec. 29
NO HANDBELL CHOIR REHEARSAL: Thursday, Dec. 30, 6:30pm
NO ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL: Thursday, Dec. 30, 7:30pm
Dear St. Luke Lutheran Church Members,
As we enter our Advent Journey towards Christmas - Christ's Birth, God's gift to all of us,
it is our custom to present a cash gift to our dedicated Church Staff. Our Staff includes
the Rev. Josh Menke, (Pastor), Tammy Hammond (Church Administrator), Rich Barnett
(Director of Music), Vickie Pyle (Nursery Attendant) and Naim Abdelshahid (Custodian).
This is one small way that we can show our appreciation for the ministry and services they
provide to each of us individually and as a Church Family.
Please consider placing a check or envelope marked "Staff Christmas Gift" in the offering plate over
the next several Sundays so we can present the staff with a well-deserved Gift from ALL OF US.
You can designate the gift to one or more of the staff members or by indicating a percentage. Gifts that
are not designated will be divided equally.
Together in Christ,
St. Luke Congregational Council
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
We pray for our needs and those of others. Please keep the following members,
their families, and our friends in your thoughts and prayers.
Prayers are asked for: Family of Skip Basden (Brenda’s brother-in-law), Carol Bernard, Scott Cook,
Michael Fowler, Family of Lambert Kerschbaumer, Family of Lesley Marcoux, Margaret Moseley
(Vickie’s sister), Adele Pennington, Evelyn Spear, Jerald Spear, Simone Wiggins
Continued Prayers are asked for: Joe Colly, Dean Fossum (Terri’s dad), David Hahn, Kenneth
Hammond II, Ken Hammond III, Susan Higden, Howdy Howdyshell, Betty Kipps (Bill’s mother),
Brent Ladd, Linda Metoyer, (Trish’s mother), Jim Poole (Cindy’s son-in-law), Susan Robinson,
Molly Roth (Betsy’s sister), Pastor Donna Ruggles, Pastor Ken Ruppar, Kay Wason, Sarah Witthoefft
(Tim’s wife, Marty and Ann’s daughter-in-law), Jean Yerian
Please also remember our fellow members who are homebound. A card, a phone call or an email
would be deeply appreciated by them.
Names are kept on the Prayer List for four weeks. Please keep the office informed of any changes.
Please let us know if someone has a long term illness and needs to be kept on the Prayer List.
If you or a family member is in the armed forces on active duty, they can also be put on our list.

HOW TO SEND US YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS
If you or a member of your family is ill or hospitalized, or if you have surgery scheduled,
please let the office know. We will inform the Pastor and add you to the Prayer List. Please
remember, we would like to be there for you but we need to be kept informed.
If you would like to add yourself, a family member or a friend to the prayer list, please email your
prayer requests to Tammy at admin@stlukerichmond.org. You can also call them in to the church
office at 804-272-0486, Ext. 1. Please try to send in your requests by Wednesday evening or as soon
as you can so that we can include this person in our weekly bulletin for Sunday Worship.

Estimate of Giving Cards for 2022
Estimate of Giving Cards have been given out.
Please fill out your card and put it in the offering plate.
You can also mail it in to the church office, attention Ludi Webber.
Please return the card to the church as soon as possible.
Thank you for your generosity and support to sustain and grow our ministries.
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The Angel Tree Gifts Due TODAY!
Every year we support those without families at Manor Care Nursing Home
with our Angel Tree gifts. This year we also have a unique opportunity to make
a difference in the lives of Afghan families who fled Afghanistan for freedom and
a better life.
The Angel Tree gifts are due back today, December 19th. If you haven't returned yours yet, please
contact Betty or Dana to let them know when you can bring yours. Thank you to our congregation
for helping with gifts for both groups in this generous season of giving.
Sincerely,
Angel Tree Committee

St. Luke Memory Tree
Our Memory Tree doves are now available in the Narthex.
Everyone is invited to prepare a white dove in memory of a Loved One.
Please write your loved one’s name on the dove and place it into the Memory Tree basket.
One name per dove please.
The white doves will be placed on the tree in the Narthex after the Angels are gone.
They will remain until Epiphany, which is Thursday, January 6, 2022.

LET’S GO CHRISTMAS CAROLING!
TODAY — Meet here at 3:00 to 3:30pm
Please meet at the church and we will carpool to the homes of our shut-ins.
Around 4:00pm, we should arrive and will sing Christmas Carols outside their homes.
Please come out and join us as we spread the joy of the Christmas season by singing.
Everyone is invited! Please contact Betty Walker for more information.

Church Office Holiday Update
The church office will be closed
December 27, 2021 through December 31, 2021.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year everyone!
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FOCUS ON CHRISTMAS
CHRISTMAS: The word “Christmas” is Old English for “The Mass of Christ.”
Christmas is the celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord, when the Word became flesh
(John 1:14) through the birth of Jesus the Christ. The actual date of Christ’s birth is
not known. The fourth-century Church’s decision to select December 25 as the day to
commemorate the Incarnation was based on the assumption that Jesus’ conception was
\on March 25, and hence his birth was celebrated nine months later. The celebration of
the birth of Christ is preceded by Advent as preparation for the Nativity of the Lord.
In contrast to the subdued and austere mood of Advent, Christmas is characterized by
grateful praise and festive joy.
CHRISTMAS SEASON: The Christmas season is the 12 day period celebrating the
Incarnation of Christ and begins December 24 (Christmas Eve) and ends on January 5
(the eve of the Epiphany of Our Lord). Christmas adornments and decorations remain
in place and Christmas hymns and carols are sung throughout this season. The color
for this season is white. Four lesser festivals are also celebrated during the Christmas
Season: December 26: St. Stephen, Deacon and Martyr; December 27: St. John,
Apostle and Evangelist; December 28: The Holy Innocents, Martyr; and January 1,
The Name of Jesus.
CHRISTMAS CYCLE: The first three seasons of the church year are called the
Christmas cycle. They are Advent, Christmas and Epiphany. The Christmas cycle
focuses on the Incarnation of Jesus: preparation for his coming (Advent); his birth as
the world’s Savior (Christmas); and his manifestations to the world and his Baptism
and public ministry (Epiphany).
POINSETTIA: The use of the poinsettia plant is from Mexican folklore whereby a
small boy knelt at the altar of his village church on Christmas Eve. The boy was from
a very poor family and he had nothing to offer the Christ Child on his birthday as he
had no money. H his prayers were sincere and a miracle occurred giving him the present
that could be bought by no one. As he was kneeling, the first Flower of the Holy Night
sprang up at his feet in brilliant red and green paying homage to the holy birth which
was the flower we know as the Poinsettia. The plant got its name from our ambassador
to Mexico in 1825 by the name of Dr. Joel Roberts Poinsett. He also had a reputation
in botany and he became very interested in the Flower of the Holy Night. Dr. Poinsett
brought it back to his home in South Carolina where it quickly caught on as a popular
Christmas plant and was subsequently named after him.
BELLS: The ringing of bells at Christmastime is a tradition which came from pagan
mid-winter festivals. Legend has it that when the earth was cold and the sun was
dying, evil spirits inhabiting the earth were very powerful. One method of driving
them off was by making a lot of noise. Since making al of that noise was also fun,
the noisemaking ceremonies were readily entered into by willing participants. On
Christmas Eve church bells ring throughout most of the world, not to drive evil spirits
away, but to welcome in the spirit of Christmas with a joyful noise. In Northern
Europe, bells toll to signal the end of workday and announce the beginning of festivity.
In England, the tolling bell of devil's knell welcomes the birth of Christ. In Italy and
Spain, it signals the Midnight Mass.
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING ~ Sunday, December 19, 3:00pm

FIRST DAY OF WINTER ~ Tuesday, December 21

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE: Friday, December 24, 8:00pm

LESSONS AND CAROLS WORSHIP SERVICE ~ Sunday, Dec. 26, 10:00am

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS ~ December 27 through December 31

NEW YEAR’S EVE ~ December 31

NEW YEAR’S DAY ~ January 1, 2022

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE TO THE OFFICE ~ Tuesday, January 4, 2022

EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD ~ Thursday, January 6

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ Sunday, January 16, 2022 at 11:30am

CHURCH COUNCIL INSTALLATION ~ Sunday, Jan. 23, 2022 during the 10:00am Svc
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Bulletin Announcements
If you would like an announcement in the weekly bulletin, please email
the office before 12:00pm on Wednesdays with your dates and times.
You can also call the church office with any announcements that you
may have for the bulletin.
St. Luke’s Church Scheduling Calendar is located in the church office. It has all planned,
approved and confirmed activities listed. Church Council must approve any regular events
before they are confirmed. Our Concert Committee must approve any concerts or recitals
before they are confirmed.
We would be happy to check to see if your date and time is available for the room you need
or if there are any conflicts. Just call or email the church office at 804-272-0486, ext. 1 or
admin@stlukerichmond.org.
Thank you for helping us keep the St. Luke Church Event Calendar up to date.

Do you have something for the next Church Newsletter?
The St. Luke Messenger goes to press on the 23rd of each month. Because of
this, all information needs to be in the church office by the 20th of the month.
This will help us in getting an accurate newsletter out in a timely manner.

Please call in or e-mail in your event and meeting submissions with all meeting dates
and notices to Tammy in the church office as soon as possible. We need to add your
events to the church calendar as well.
Thank you.
Tammy 804-272-0486 X1, admin@stlukerichmond.org

NEW: The Word in Season
The January - March 2022 “The Word In Season” Devotional Booklet
is now available on the table in the church narthex.
It is free for all members and friends of St. Luke Lutheran Church.
Please pick up your copy before leaving church today and do some reading at home.

2022 Offering Envelopes Will Be Available Soon
Your 2022 Offering Envelopes will be available soon.
If you plan to use online banking to send in your 2022 offerings,
please let Ludi know and she won’t make up envelopes for you.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter. More info to follow.
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Please add the following opportunities for Advent and Christmas
Worship to your calendar.

Advent
Sun., December 12, 2021
10:00am

Third Sunday in Advent
Worship Service ~ with Holy Communion
Advent Wreath Lighting and Readings
Children’s Christmas Pageant during Worship
Cookie Reception follows the Service

Sun., December 19, 2021
10:00am

Fourth Sunday in Advent
Worship Service ~ with Holy Communion
Advent Wreath Lighting and Readings
Handbells play during the Service
St. Luke Choir Christmas Cantata during Worship

4:00pm

Christmas Caroling to our Shut-ins

Christmas
Friday, December 24, 2021 Christmas Eve: “The Nativity of Our Lord”
8:00pm
Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship Service
with Holy Communion
Sat., December 25, 2021

NO Christmas Day Worship Service

Sun., December 26, 2021
10:00am

First Sunday of Christmas
Festival of Lessons and Carols
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Attention Committee Chairpersons and Liaisons
YOUR ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE
on Tuesday, January 4, 2022.
Please submit your reports to the Church Office on or before this date.
Thank you very much for your cooperation.

Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Mark 10:52
Our Annual Congregational Meeting
will be held on Sunday, January 16, 2022
10:00am Worship Service
11:30am Annual Meeting
It is very important that you attend this meeting and exercise your right as a church member,
as we discuss the current status of St. Luke Lutheran Church and its future. Your input is a vital
part of this Church. We hope that you will plan to attend this year’s meeting.
Thank you,
St. Luke Church Council

CHURCH COUNCIL INSTALLATION
The Installation of our 2022 Ministry Leaders will take place
during the 10:00am Worship Service on January 23, 2022.
Please plan to attend as we welcome newly elected council members:
Luann Andreadis, Ron Diamond, Thom Kostenbauder and Linda Luebke.
Their three year terms will begin on January 23, 2022.

St. Luke’s Weather Policy and Worship Cancellation Information
We are now into the time of the year when we may have to deal with wintery
weather conditions and the cancellation of worship services or fellowship events.
In the event of inclement weather, please be advised that St. Luke follows the
same protocol of the public school systems in the area. Usually, if local schools
are closed because of bad weather, St. Luke will be closed for all church activities
and to all groups using our building.
We will also be adding closings to the following TV Channels: Channel 6, Channel 8 and Channel 12.
Some of our Closing info will be listed on that Channel’s TV station and others on their website only.
Please check our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond and/or the St. Luke Lutheran
Church web site at www.stlukerichmond.org for other weather related information as it becomes
available. Thank you.
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Thank you to our church staff and helpers
Thank you to Pastor Josh, Tammy and Rich for their work and devotion to St. Luke
during the pandemic as they worked from home and at the church during 2021.
They will be taking a holiday break
from December 27, 2021 through January 1, 2022.
We’d also like to take this time to thank all our church helpers who have assisted us this year.
Although they are often unseen, they help to make St. Luke what we are today.
Thank you to Debbie, Terri, Ludi, Sim, Vince, Marty, Luci and Naim!
Thank you also to the Interiors Committee for their Advent and Christmas decorating.
As always, our in-person Services and videos make us look so beautiful..
We hope that you all will enjoy a well deserved break.

All of us wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

On Tuesday, December 7, Marty Witthoefft and John Olson delivered 886 lbs.
of canned goods and staples to FeedMore from our November Food Drive.
Thank you. Your help is greatly appreciated. St. Luke gives from the heart!

29

St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church
7757 Chippenham Parkway, Richmond, VA 23225 • 804-272-0486
admin@stlukerichmond.org • www.stlukerichmond.org
The Rev. Joshua J. Menke

St. Luke Lutheran Church is a member of the Virginia Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. To find out more
about the Lutheran Church, please visit the following websites:
ELCA, www.ELCA.org or Virginia Synod, www.vasynod.org

Church Staff and Committee Contact Information
Please contact us with any questions or concerns you may have using the information listed below.
Rev. Joshua Menke, Pastor

pastor@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 2

Tammy Hammond, Church Administrator

admin@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 1

Richard Barnett, Director of Music

music@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 3

Vince Reedinger, Worship/Music Chair

stlukeworship@stlukerichmond.org

Betty Walker, Christian Education Co-Chair

stlukechristianed@stlukerichmond.org

Sim Austin, Church Council Member

stlukecouncil@stlukerichmond.org

Evelyn Henson, Webmaster

webmaster@stlukerichmond.org

STAY IN TOUCH WITH SOCIAL MEDIA
We’re on the web!
Website ~ www.stlukerichmond.org
FaceBook ~ www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond
YouTube ~ www.youtube.com/user/stlukesermons
Pinterest ~ www.pinterest.com/stlukelutheran
Instagram ~ www.instagram.com/stlukerichmond
Twitter ~ www.twitter.com/StLukeRichmond
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