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PRELUDE
(We stand)
GATHERING SONG, “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”
1
Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,
for angels herald its dawning.
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,
behold! the Child of our longing.
Come as a baby weak and poor,
to bring all hearts together,
he opens wide the heav'nly door
and lives now inside us forever.
2

To us, to all in sorrow and fear,
Emmanuel comes a-singing,
his humble song is quiet and near,
yet fills the earth with its ringing;
music to heal the broken soul
and hymns of lovingkindness,
the thunder of his anthems roll
to shatter all hatred and blindness.

3

In darkest night his coming shall be,
when all the world is despairing,
as morning light so quiet and free,
so warm and gentle and caring.
Then shall the mute break forth in song,
the lame shall leap in wonder,
the weak be raised above the strong,
and weapons be broken asunder.

4

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,
though dark the winter and cheerless,
the rising sun shall crown you with light,
be strong and loving and fearless.
Love be our song and love our prayer
and love our endless story;
may God fill ev'ry day we share
and bring us at last into glory.

CALL TO WORSHIP
P:
We come with great expectation to await the coming Messiah.
All: All creation waits with great longing for the Son of God.
P:
As John the Baptist cried in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord.”
All: We are here to prepare a place in our hearts for his coming.

WE CONFESS OUR NEED FOR THE CHRIST CHILD
All: God of Advent,
we confess that our excitement about this season
has very little to do with Jesus.
We surround ourselves with the ornaments of the season,
yet we feel alone and lifeless.
We confess that we find more pleasure in receiving than giving.
Forgive the sins of our thoughts, words, and actions.
In this Advent season, allow us to know that forgiveness is possible
only because of the Christ-child, Jesus.
WE HEAR THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD’S ONLY SON
P:
People of God, today we have good news to share together.
Christ comes into the world to save us from sin
and to restore us to a right relationship with God and with each other.
God comes in human flesh
to be one of us-to know our pain and to live among us.
In this special season, God comes to us in the baby Jesus,
born to give life and hope to all of us who are God’s children.
New life comes to us with the birth of the Son of God.
He is coming soon.
The Lighting of the Advent Candle

The Kipps Family

ADVENT WREATH
L

C

We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the candles on this wreath,
strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s coming in glory.
Enlighten us with your grace,
that we may serve our neighbors in need.
Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.

HYMN, “People Look East” V. 1, 2, 3
1 People, look east. The time is near
of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Guest, is on the way.
2 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare,
one more seed is planted there.
Give up your strength the seed to nourish,
that in course the flow'r may flourish.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Rose, is on the way.
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim,
one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather,
bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Star, is on the way.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
P
In this season of watching and waiting,
let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence.

(We sing)
HYMN, “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

A

C
A

C
A

C
A

Holy God,
renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good news.
Grant peace to congregations and seminarians in the midst of transition.
Guide the work of candidacy and call committees.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Creating God,
your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it.
Breathe life into us,
that we are inspired to live in harmony with one another and the planet.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Shepherding God,
you lead your people in paths of righteousness.
Raise up prophets in our own day who warn against captivity to greed
and point us to the freedom found in generosity.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Nurturing God,
you come near in times of worry and need.
Cradle us in your arms, that we trust you and are not afraid.
Attend to any who are hungry, imprisoned, or ill this day.
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We pray for those we now name before you,
either out loud, or in the silence of our hearts:
(wait)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Rejoicing God,
you exult over us in singing.
Enliven the song of this assembly
and bless the ministry of church musicians.
With instruments and dance,
join our voices to the song of all creation.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We give you thanks for your servants
who showed us your goodness and grace.
By the power of your Spirit,
keep us steadfast in faith until we make our home with you.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect.
Receive these prayers and those of our hearts,
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

THE MEAL
THE MEAL
(We greet one another with a gesture of peace, saying, “Peace be with you.” Please
share signs of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only. If any are not
comfortable making physical contact during the peace, please share peace in other
ways.)
PEACE
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
(We sit)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING
Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings
in the plates at the end of the service as you leave.
(We stand to sing as the gifts are presented at the altar)
OFFERTORY, “God Bless to Us Our Bread”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
C
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE - ADVENT
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(We sing)
SANCTUS, “Ley Lo Ley Lo Lay Lo”

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR ADVENT
P

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C
P

C
P

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

C

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

C

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
C

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

(We sit)
HOLY COMMUNION
This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love
him and for those who want to love him more. So, come, you who have much faith and
you who have little, you who have been here often and you who have not been here long,
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who
invites you. It is his will that those who want him should meet him here.
Those who do not commune are invited forward for a blessing. Those unable to partake
of wine or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in,
with, and under each element. White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
Come to Christ’s banquet.
Feast on God’s gift of grace.

(We sing during the distribution of Communion)
COMMUNION HYMN, “O Lamb of God”

COMMUNION HYMN, “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”
1
My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord;
I sing my Savior's praise!
You looked upon my lowliness,
and I am full of grace.
Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age
this blessing shall proclaim—
great wonders you have done for me,
and holy is your name.
2

To all who live in holy fear
your mercy ever flows.
With mighty arm you dash the proud,
their scheming hearts expose.
The ruthless you have cast aside,
the lowly throned instead;
the hungry filled with all good things,
the rich sent off unfed.

3

To Israel, your servant blest,
your help is ever sure;
the promise to our parents made
their children will secure.
Sing glory to the Holy One,
give honor to the Word,
and praise the Pow'r of the Most High,
one God, by all adored.

COMMUNION HYMN, “Wait for the Lord”
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!

St. Luke Children’s Christmas Pageant

Please join in singing –
Hymn, “Joy to the World”
Joy to the world the Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let every heart prepare him room
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing
Children, “We Shall Prepare”
Scripture

Hymn, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king;
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled."
Joyful, all you nations, rise;
join the triumph of the skies;
with angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Refrain
Hark! The herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn king!"
Children, “Stay Awake, Be Ready”
Scripture
Hymn, “We Three Kings”
We three kings of Orient are,
Bearing gifts we travel so far,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
Following yonder star.
O, star of wonder, star of might,
Star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to the perfect light.
Children, “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy”
Scripture

Hymn, “Silent Night, Holy Night!”
Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.
Hymn, “Soon and Very Soon”
Soon and very soon, We are going to see the King.
Soon and very soon, We are going to see the King,
Hallelujah, hallelujah, We are going to see the King.
No more crying there, We are going to see the King,
No more crying there, We are going to see the King.
No more crying there, We are going to see the King,
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, We are going to see the King.
No more dying there, We are going to see the King,
No more dying there, We are going to see the King.
No more dying there, We are going to see the King,
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, We are going to see the King
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah!

Postlude
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