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Liturgy for Today: We will Worship today using liturgy and hymns from Setting Four
of the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book, also known as the ELW. Today’s liturgy
and hymns are provided in this bulletin for your convenience.
Congregational response is marked with a bolded C.
PRELUDE

(We stand and face the Baptismal font)
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God,
the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.

P

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

P

We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.

P

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

P

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

P

To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

C

THE GATHERING
GATHERING HYMN, “O God Beyond All Praising”

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P

Let us pray.
Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ
you gave the holy apostles many gifts
and commanded them to feed your flock.
Inspire all pastors to proclaim your word diligently
and your people to receive it willingly,
that finally we may receive the crown of eternal glory;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.
(We sit)

THE WORD
After every reading:

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

FIRST LESSON: Numbers 6:22-27
22

Assisting Minister

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:
Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites:
You shall say to them,
24
The LORD bless you and keep you;
25
the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
26
the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.
27
So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.
23

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY: “Shepherd Me, O God”
Congregation sings the refrain, Luci Hughes sings the verses

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 3:4-11
4

Assisting Minister

For when one says, "I belong to Paul," and another, "I belong to Apollos," are you not
merely human?
5
What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as
the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So
neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives
the growth. 8The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and
each will receive wages according to the labor of each. 9For we are God's servants,
working together; you are God's field, God's building.
10
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a
foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care how
to build on it. 11For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid;
that foundation is Jesus Christ.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

(We stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Before the reading:
P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the fourth Chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Mark 4:1-9
1

Again he began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large crowd gathered around him
that he got into a boat on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the
sea on the land. 2He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he
said to them: 3Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seed fell on the
path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not
have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. 6And when the
sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away. 7Other seed fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8Other seed
fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirty
and sixty and a hundredfold." 9And he said, "Let anyone with ears to hear listen!"

After the reading:
P
The Gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise to you, O Christ.

(We sit)
CHOIR ANTHEM, “On Holy Ground”

SERMON

(Silence for reflection)

The Rev. Dennis Andersen, Dean

(We stand)
HYMN OF THE DAY, “We All Are One in Mission”

APOSTLES’ CREED
P
Let us now confess our Christian faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

INSTALLATION OF A PASTOR
(Remain standing)
PRESENTATION
P
Having been authorized by the church to install Joshua John Menke,
our co-worker in the gospel, as Pastor,
I now ask for certification of this call.
(Spoken by Council President, Ashley Reedinger)
A
After prayerful deliberation,
we, of St. Luke Lutheran Church,
have called Joshua Menke as Pastor.
I present him and this letter certifying the call.
(We sit)
ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS
P
A reading from John:
Jesus said, “Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.
Receive the Holy Spirit.
If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them;
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” (John 20:21-23)
P

A reading from Matthew:
Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

P

A reading from First Timothy:
Set the believers an example in speech and conduct,
in love, in faith, in purity.
Attend to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to teaching.
Do not neglect the gift that is in you,
which was given to you through prophecy
with the laying on of hands by the council of elders.
Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them,
so that all may see your progress.
Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching;
continue in these things,
for in doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers. (1 Timothy 4:12-16)

P

J
P

J
P

J
P
J
P
C

Josh, in the presence of this assembly
will you commit yourself to this new trust and responsibility,
in the confidence that it comes from God through the call of the church?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you preach and teach in accordance with the holy scriptures
and with the confessions of the Lutheran church?
Will you carry out this ministry in harmony with the constitutions
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures
and in your use of the means of grace?
Will you love, serve, and pray for God’s people,
nourish them with the word and sacraments,
and lead them by your own example in faithful service and holy living?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you give faithful witness in the world,
that God’s love may be known in all that you do?
I will, and I ask God to help me.
Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things,
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform them.
Amen.

(We stand)
P
People of God,
will you receive Pastor Joshua Menke as a messenger of Jesus Christ
sent to serve all people with the gospel of hope and salvation?
Will you regard him as a servant of Christ and a steward of the mysteries of God?
C
We will, and we ask God to help us.
P

C
P

C

Will you pray for him,
help and honor him for his work’s sake,
and in all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
Josh the office of Pastor is now committed to you
in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

BLESSING
P
The God of peace,
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
the great shepherd of the sheep,
by the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you complete in everything good so that you may do God’s will,
working in you that which is pleasing in God’s sight;
through Jesus Christ,
to whom be the glory forever and ever.
C
Amen.

The minister escorts the pastor to the place of baptism.
Representatives of the Call Committee Robbie and Lane say:
R/L You have been called to be among us to baptize, to teach, and to forgive sins.
The minister escorts the pastor to the place of the Word.
Representatives of the Call Committee Joe and Betty say:
J/B You have been called to be among us to proclaim the good news.
The minister escorts the pastor to the place of the meal.
Representatives of the Call Committee Vince and Peggy say:
V/P You have been called to be among us to preside at the Lord’s supper.
P

People of God, I present to you Joshua Menke, your Pastor.
Let us welcome him in the name of Christ.

P

Set free from sin and death
and nourished by the word of truth,
we join in prayer for all of God’s creation.

(We sing)
HYMN, “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
After each prayer petition:
A: Lord, in your mercy
C: hear our prayer.

A

Risen God,
we give you thanks for congregations and ministries throughout the world
that serve as centers of prayer and action.
Empower missionaries, teachers, healers, evangelists, and all who are sent to
share your song of joy.

A

Be especially with Pastor Josh, the pastors of the Richmond Conference
and all those who live out their Christian vocations in the Virginia Synod.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C
A

C
A

C

Creator God,
we give you thanks for generous land that produces abundant harvests.
Strengthen and protect all soils, from rooftop gardens to prairie farmlands,
to patio planters to fertile valleys, and bless all who lovingly tend them.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sovereign God,
we give you thanks for leaders of nations
who work to build up the common good.
Strengthen efforts of reconciliation among all nations,
that peace extends in every direction.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A

C

Almighty God,
you inspired your servant Luke
to reveal in his gospel the love and healing power of your son.
Give your church the same spirit,
that it may be a place where all may find forgiveness and healing.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A

God of Mercy,
we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of others.
Comfort and strengthen all who struggle with chronic pain.
Send healing and relief to all who are sick.

A

We pray for those we now name before you,
either out loud, or in the silence of our hearts:
(wait)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A
C
A

C
A

C
P

C

God our provider,
we give you thanks for all who provide for others.
Inspire generosity in your people,
so that we carry out the work of making disciples of all nations.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Living God,
we give you thanks for the saints who have increased our faith.
Give us courage to follow in hope
until you gather us all around your table of abundance.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God,
we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE MEAL
We greet one another with a gesture of peace, saying, “Peace be with you.”
Please share signs of peace with those in your immediate vicinity only. If any are not
comfortable making physical contact during the peace, please share peace in other ways.

PEACE
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.

(We sit)
Pastor Josh gives instructions for offering and communion.

OFFERING
Offering plates are located near the doors to the sanctuary. Please place your offerings
in the plates at the end of the service as you leave. All offerings from this installation
service will be donated to the Virginia Synod Disaster Response Fund.

(We stand)
OFFERTORY PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
God of abundance,
you cause streams to break forth in the desert
and manna to rain from the heavens.
Accept the gifts you have first given us.
Unite them with the offering of our lives
to nourish the world you love so dearly;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
through the great shepherd of your flock,
our Savior Jesus Christ;
who after his resurrection
sent forth the apostles to preach the gospel
and teach all nations,
and promised to be with them,
even to the end of the age.
And so, with the glorious company of the apostles,
with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(We sing)
SANCTUS, “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”
C
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

C

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
P
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

(We sit)
COMMUNION
This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love
him and for those who want to love him more. So, come, you who have much faith and
you who have little, you who have been here often and you who have not been here long,
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who
invites you. It is his will that those who want him should meet him here.
Those who do not commune are invited forward for a blessing. Those unable to partake
of wine or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms our Lord’s presence in,
with, and under each element. White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
All who hunger and thirst, come.
The table is ready.

MEDITATION, “Almighty, Unchangeable God”

(We stand)
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P
People of God,
you are Christ’s body,
bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, † one God,
bless you now and forever.
C
Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
Lord of life,
in the gift of your body and blood
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.
Send us forth into the world as sowers of your Word,
bearing witness to the abundance of your love
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.
(Silence for reflection)

THE SENDING
BENEDICTION
P
Almighty God,
Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C
Amen.

St. Luke Choir

SENDING HYMN, “On What Has Now Been Sown”

DISMISSAL
A
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
You are invited to join us today after the Installation Service
for a light reception in the fellowship hall as we celebrate Pastor Josh.
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