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ST. LUKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
By grace, we know, love, worship and serve
Jesus Christ as we proclaim His Good News.
Welcome to St. Luke Lutheran Church. We are glad that God brought you to worship with us today.
We rejoice in your presence among us this morning to praise and adore our Lord Jesus Christ!
Please take a moment to fill out a Visitor Card located in the pew rack in front of you and drop it
in the offering plate, so that we may have a record of your visit. Please come back and join us soon.
You are always most welcome at St. Luke.

April 25, 2021
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the relationship
between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd
authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John
illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth
with any sibling in need.

Liturgy for Today: We will Worship today using liturgy and hymns from the red Evangelical
Lutheran Worship Book, also known as the ELW. Today’s liturgy and hymns are provided in
this bulletin for your convenience. Congregational response is marked with a bolded C.
Altar Flowers: Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in Memory of
her daughter, Laurie DeVito by Kay Wason.
9:00am

CANCELED - All Sunday School Classes and Adult Forum

10:00am

Our Virtual Worship Service will be available for viewing
Sunday morning on our YouTube channel and Facebook page
(NO in-person Worship Service)

7:00pm

Sunday “Open House” Zoom meeting

This Sunday’s Worship Service will be prerecorded and posted on our Facebook page and our
Youtube channel for your convenience.
(www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond ) (www.youtube.com/user/stlukesermons)
1

PRELUDE
(We stand and face the Baptismal font)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
We will read the opening prayer of Confession and Forgiveness.
P
C

Blessed be the holy Trinity,
† one God, the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
Amen.

P

Let us come into the light, the revealing and healing light of God.

(Silence for reflection)
P
C

God of grace and glory,
you have brought us through the night of sin
into the light of Jesus’ resurrection.
Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin.
Make us alive in Christ, O God.
Make us new as you make all things new.
Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin,
renew us in grace,
and restore us to living in your holiness,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

P

Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne!
The light of the risen Christ puts to flight all evil deeds, washes away sin,
restores innocence to the fallen, casts out hate,
brings peace, and humbles earthly pride.
Jesus Christ loves you and † frees you from your sins by his blood.
To him be glory and dominion forever and ever!
Amen.

C
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THE GATHERING

ENTRANCE HYMN, “ Crown Him with Many Crowns ” Vv. 1-4

sung by Luci Hughes

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P

Let us pray.
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep,
you seek the lost and guide us into your fold.
Feed us, and we shall be satisfied;
heal us, and we shall be whole.
Make us one with you,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
(We sit)

After every reading:

THE WORD

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

FIRST LESSON: Acts 4:5-12
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of the
resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can
proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities .
5

The next day the rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When
they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what
name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people
and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and
are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of
Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is
‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.’
12
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals
by which we must be saved.”
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PSALMODY: Psalm 23

sung by Luci Hughes

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)

1

The Lord| is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.

2

The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.

3

You restore my | soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.

4

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R

5

You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.

6

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever. R

5

SECOND LESSON: 1 John 3:16-24
Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we share
with others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such love we
fulfill God’s commandments.
16

We know love by this, that Jesus Christ laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down
our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 18Little children, let us love, not in
word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth
and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater
than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have
boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his
commandments and do what pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, that we should
believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
24
All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know
that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
(We stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, “Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go?”

sung by Luci Hughes

Before the reading:
P
The Holy Gospel, according to Saint John, the 10th chapter.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: John 10:11-18
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who cares
for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them.

Jesus said: 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
12
The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming
and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired
hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I
know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And
I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For
this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”
After the reading:
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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(We sit)
HOMILY
(Silence for reflection)
(We stand)
APOSTLES’ CREED
P
Let us now confess our Christian faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
P

Let us pray:
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit,
we bring our prayers before God
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

HYMN, “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” sung by Luci Hughes
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

7

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
After each prayer petition:
A: Lord, in your mercy
Our Soloist: hear our prayer. (The response is sung by Luci Hughes )
A

Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you.
Your voice calls us to your loving embrace.
Strengthen your church throughout the world
that we bear witness to your expansive love.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy.
Restore your creation to wholeness so that cities and towns,
countryside and wilderness, may abound with life.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A

Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage.
Place into the hearts of all leaders and rulers the passion to serve.
Crucify any desire to overpower others
and give leaders joy in lifting up the lowly.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A

Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us.
Move us with your Spirit,
so that we lay down our lives for those in need.
Help us love one another in truth and action.
Today, especially do we name:

Jeanette Benner
Family of Al Bishop
Family of Gene Bleecher
Coraina Broome
And daughter Elizabeth
Carleta Crews
Charlee Gorman
David Hahn

A
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Ken Hammond II
Ken Hammond III
Howdy Howdyshell
Lambert Kerschbaumer
Brent Ladd
Marilyn Leander
Lesley Marcoux
Family of Sarah Morrison

We pray for those we now name before you,
either out loud, or in the silence of our hearts:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Susan Robinson
Pastor Donna Ruggles
Pastor Ken Ruppar
Kay Wason
Sarah Witthoefft
Jean Yerian

A

Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness.
Help our community in our life together
and give us vigor as a people of faith.
In the midst of challenges and opportunities,
fill us anew with you Holy Spirit.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

A

Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands.
In the assurance of resurrection hope,
we remember our loved ones who have died in you.
Bring us, with them, to dwell in your house forever.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you,
trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE MEAL

The Communion service is not included in our video. The Lord’s Prayer and The Blessing are.

(We sit)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
(We stand)
OFFERTORY PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
God of love,
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
C
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
9

PREFACE
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS, “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR EASTER
P
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
C

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

P

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

P

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

C

Amen, amen, amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
(We sit)
HOLY COMMUNION
This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love him and
for those who want to love him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little,
you who have been here often and you who have not been here long, you who have tried to follow
and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. It is his will that those
who want him should meet him here. Those who do not commune are invited forward for a blessing.
Those unable to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured that the Church affirms our Lord’s
presence in, with, and under each element. White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.
COMMUNION HYMN, “Lamb of God”

12

COMMUNION HYMN, “My Shepherd, You Supply My Need”
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(We stand)
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C
Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
A
Let us pray.
Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C
Amen.
(Silence for reflection)

THE SENDING
BENEDICTION
P
Almighty God,
Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN, “Have No Fear, Little Flock ” sung by Luci Hughes

DISMISSAL
A
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

Hymns reprinted with permission under One License #A-701577. All rights reserved.
Liturgy reprinted with permission under Sundays & Seasons, license #SAS011973. All rights reserved.
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NEXT SUNDAY
May 2, 2021
Fifth Sunday of Easter
9:00am

CANCELED - All Sunday School Classes and Adult Forum

10:00am

Our Virtual Worship Service will be available for viewing
Sunday morning on our YouTube channel and Facebook page
(NO in-person Worship Service)

7:00pm

Open House Zoom Meeting

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
We pray for our needs and those of others. Please keep the following members,
their families, and our friends in your thoughts and prayers.
Prayers are asked for: Family of Al Bishop (former member), Family of Gene Bleecher (Dale’s
brother) , Coraina Broome, Coraina’s daughter Elizabeth, Lambert Kerschbaumer, Brent Ladd,
Family of Sarah Morrison, Sarah Witthoefft (Tim’s wife, Marty and Ann’s daughter-in-law)
Continued Prayers are asked for: Jeanette Benner, Carleta Crews, Charlee Gorman, David Hahn,
Kenneth Hammond II, Kenneth Hammond III, Howdy Howdyshell, Marilyn Leander, Lesley
Marcoux, Susan Robinson, Pastor Donna Ruggles, Pastor Ken Ruppar, Kay Wason, Jean Yerian
Please remember our fellow members who are homebound. A card, a phone call or an email would
be deeply appreciated.
Names are kept on the list for four weeks unless otherwise noted.
Please inform the office of changes.

HOW TO SEND US YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS
Dear St. Luke Member, if you or a member of your family is ill or hospitalized, or if you
have surgery scheduled, please let the church office know. We will inform the Pastor
and add you to the Prayer List. Please remember, we would like to be there for you
but we need to be kept informed.
If you would like to add yourself, a family member or a friend to the church prayer list, please email your
prayer requests to Tammy at admin@stlukerichmond.org. Please try to send in your requests as soon as
you can so that Pastor can include this person in his weekly video recording for Sunday Worship. Thank you.
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IN PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED. All Worship
Services will be recorded and posted on Facebook, Youtube and our website.
4th SUNDAY OF EASTER WORSHIP SERVICE: Sunday, April 25, 10:00am
SUNDAY VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE MEETING: Sunday, April 25, 7:00pm
PASTOR FRED’S MID-WEEK ZOOM BIBLE STUDY: Wednesday, April 28, 10:30am online
RICH BARNETT’S ZOOM MUSIC / CHOIR CLASS: Thursday, April 29, 7:00pm
ARBOR DAY: Friday, April 30
5th SUNDAY OF EASTER WORSHIP SERVICE: Sunday, May 2, 10:00am

SUNDAY VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE MEETING: Sunday, May 2, 7:00pm
PASTOR FRED’S MID-WEEK ZOOM BIBLE STUDY: Wednesday, May 5, 10:30am online
RICH BARNETT’S ZOOM MUSIC / CHOIR CLASS: Thursday, May 6, 7:00pm
MOTHER’S DAY: Sunday, May 9
6th SUNDAY OF EASTER WORSHIP SERVICE: Sunday, May 9, 10:00am
SUNDAY VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE MEETING: Sunday, May 9, 7:00pm
PASTOR FRED’S MID-WEEK ZOOM BIBLE STUDY: Wednesday, May 12, 10:30am online
ASCENSION OF OUR LORD: Thursday, May 13
RICH BARNETT’S ZOOM MUSIC / CHOIR CLASS: Thursday, May 13, 7:00pm
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SUNDAY ZOOM “OPEN HOUSE”
Now at 7:00pm Sunday evenings
You are invited! The St. Luke Church Council has decided to continue our Sunday virtual “Open
House” ZOOM meetings, but we have moved from afternoon to evening.
Everyone is invited to join us at a new time on Sunday evenings at 7:00pm.
We have updated our login credentials. You must use the new login information to join currently
scheduled meetings.
If you are a member of our congregation or a regular visitor with your email address on file with
the church office, you will receive an email invitation to the Zoom Open House Meeting every
week with instructions how to log in. If you are not a regular attendee, please email Tammy in
the church office for instructions.
Please join us at any time during the hour to share coffee and conversation.
Stay as long as you like. We look forward to talking with each of you.
Topic: St. Luke Sunday Evening Open House
When: Weekly on Sunday evenings
Time: 7:00pm

Pastor Fred’s Mid-Week Bible Study on the Zoom App
Pastor Fred is still holding his Weekly Bible Study Class on Wednesdays at 10:30am, but we
are now using the ZOOM app. Please see below for the calendar information with the link
to the meeting and the meeting information. You will need to download the free ZOOM
application if you want to participate.
We have updated our login credentials. You must use the new login information to join
currently scheduled meetings.
If you are a regular attendee of the weekly Bible Study Meeting, you will receive an email
every Tuesday with instructions how to log in and join us. If you are not a regular attendee,
please email Tammy in the church office for instructions.
You are invited!
Topic: Weekly Bible Study
Time: Weekly on Wednesdays at 10:30am
Join Zoom Meeting
Every week on Wed, until May 26, 2021
Apr 28, 2021 10:30 AM
May 05, 2021 10:30 AM
May 12, 2021 10:30 AM
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ALTAR FLOWER ARE NEEDED
We are still doing altar flowers every Sunday even though we are not having
in-person Worship, just the virtual service. Pastor Fred wants that service
to look as much like it normally would if we were meeting in-person. He
likes to include altar flowers for display during the service. We have the
following dates available where no one has signed up for Altar Flowers yet:
May 2, July 4 and August 22.
Other Sundays during this time frame may still be available as I am waiting for others to
confirm their dates. Please reach out if you are looking for a date during this time. To
those of you who have signed up to give flowers this year, we thank you.
If you would like to put flowers on the altar for one of the above dates, please email the
church office with your request: admin@stlukerichmond.org.

St. Luke Merry Music Makers ZOOM Meetings
Thursday Evenings at 7:00pm
Hi Folks,
Every Thursday evening we make time to gather 'round the old screen for our weekly ZOOM
meeting (remember how we used to watch Ed Sullivan on Sunday nights....) Remember, you don’t
have to be a choir member to join us. All are welcome and we would love to see some new faces!
I send out an email each week to our regular meeting attendees with instructions on how to join us
for our usual gathering Thursday evenings at 7:00pm. If you are not on my list, send me an email and
I will be happy to add you. We would love for you to join us. Please email me if you have any
questions or if you would like additional information on joining us.
Peace,
Richard Barnett, Director of Music
music@stlukerichmond.org

OFFERINGS AND PLEDGES
We thank you for continuing to support our wonderful church and it’s ministries.
While we can’t gather at church right now, we are still an active church and we are
together in spirit. We are all called to bring God to our people.
Your giving matters! We are checking the regular church mail during the week and are keeping track
of the offerings that you send in. Please continue to mail in your pledges and offerings. If
you have access to online banking, you can also arrange for your bank to send a check for you.
Thanks again for your support
St. Luke Church Council
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FIRST PARTS OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: We confess our sins and hear from God that our
sins are forgiven through Jesus Christ. Confession and Forgiveness are the first things
that we do every Sunday in the church service. Actually, it is the most important part of
the service for you. After you have confessed your sins you hear that they are forgiven;
and where there is the forgiveness of sins there is life and salvation.
GATHERING HYMN: THE Gathering Hymn is a traditional or Contemporary Song
that gives thanks and praise to God.
GREETING: The Greeting is actually called Apostolic Greeting because the words
come from Paul's text to the Corinthians (2 Cor. 13:14). It summarizes the gifts of the
Trinity which are grace, love and communion.
KYRIE: Kyrie is a Greek word meaning "Lord." Kyrie is the title for a liturgical prayer
asking for divine help. We begin our worship using an ancient litany petitioning God's
intervention in the life of the Church and the world.
HYMN OF PRAISE: The Hymn of Praise is a canticle using the Gloria in Excelsis
(Glory to God in the highest) the words sung by angels announcing the birth of Christ
or using a more recent hymn “This is the feast...” based on passages from Revelation.
SALUTATION: Salutation is a Latin word for “greeting.” The Salutation are Words
shared prior to the prayer.

PRAYER OF THE DAY: This is a brief prayer or also known as a “Collect.” It centers
on our readings or lessons for the day.
LESSONS: The Lessons are two readings, normally one from the Old Testament and one
from the New Testament letters. In between the readings, one of the Psalms is sung.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: This is biblical text sung prior to the Gospel reading.
GOSPEL: Gospel is Greek for “Good News.” The major reading appointed for the day
is from one of the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke or John.
SERMON: Sermon is Latin for “talk.” The sermon is the proclamation/exposition of
God's Word for today.
HYMN OF THE DAY: This hymn is a response to the lessons and the sermon.
CREED: Creed is Latin for “I believe.” The creed is a profession of faith. There are three
ecumenical statements or creeds in the Church. They are the Apostles' Creed, the
Athanasian Creed and the Nicene Creed. We use the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds.
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL: Prayer is Latin for “request” or “entreaty.” These prayers are the congregations response to the Word and expressing concern for all the people.
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MIDDLE PARTS OF THE WORSHIP SERVICE
PEACE: The Peace is greeting one another as a sign of love and unity in the name of
the Lord.
OFFERING: The Offering is lifting up our thanks and gifts of bread, wine and money
to the Lord.
OFFERTORY: The Offertory is a biblical verse or hymn sung during the procession
and presentation of gifts. The offertory are biblical verses appointed to be sung during
the procession and presentation of bread, wine, and money at the altar during a
celebration of the Eucharist. As on of the propers, the offertory gives further expression
to the day or season of the church year being celebrated.
OFFERTORY PRAYER: The offertory prayer is the congregational prayer appointed
for use during the celebration of the Eucharist, following the presentation at the altar
of the offerings of bread, wine and money. Several offertory prayers are provided in the
liturgy; only one is to be used: “Merciful Father...” prays that the offered gifts may be
accompanied with the offering of self and time; “Blessed are you...” is modeled after
the Jewish prayer of thanksgiving and dedicates the giver to be a stewardship of all life.
GREAT THANKSGIVING: The Great Thanksgiving contains four parts within the
Communion Liturgy: Preface Dialog, Proper Preface, Sanctus and Eucharistic Prayer.
PREFACE DIALOG: Preface is Latin "to speak before." It is the oldest portion of the
liturgy that is based on the ancient Jewish rites regarding the meal.
PROPER PREFACE: celebrating with the whole Church in heaven and on earth, we
give thanks and praise remembering God's saving acts throughout time.
SANCTUS: The word Sanctus is Latin for “holy.” It is the song “Holy, holy, holy”
which concludes the proper preface in the Holy Communion liturgy. The text of the
Sanctus derives from Isaiah 6:3 and Matthew 21:9. Thus it recalls both the heavenly
vision of the prophet Isaiah and the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. The Sanctus
probably dates from the second century liturgy.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER: Eucharist is Greek for “thanksgiving.” This prayer of
thanksgiving is for God's creation and salvation. The Eucharistic Prayer proclaims the
"Words of Institution," the words which Jesus spoke, "on the night in which he was
betrayed...."
EUCHARIST: Eucharist is a term used for Holy Communion. This title is for the
celebration of the Lord’s Supper has been used by the Church since the first century.
Because Holy Communion is the Church’s central act of thanksgiving to the Father
through the Son and in the Holy Spirit, Eucharist is an appropriate title for the
sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.
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St. Luke Lutheran Church is a member of the Virginia Synod of
the Evangelical Church in America. To find out more about the
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Church Staff and Committee Contact Information
Please contact us with any questions or concerns you may have using the information listed below.
Rev. Fredrick Marcoux, Pastor

pastor@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 2

Tammy Hammond, Church Administrator

admin@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 1

Richard Barnett, Director of Music

music@stlukerichmond.org

804-272-0486 X 3

Vince Reedinger, Worship/Music Chair

stlukeworship@stlukerichmond.org

Betty Walker, Christian Education Co-Chair

stlukechristianed@stlukerichmond.org

Sim Austin, Church Council Member

stlukecouncil@stlukerichmond.org

Evelyn Henson, Webmaster

webmaster@stlukerichmond.org

STAY IN TOUCH WITH SOCIAL MEDIA
We’re on the web!
Website ~ www.stlukerichmond.org
FaceBook ~ www.facebook.com/stlukerichmond
YouTube ~ www.youtube.com/user/stlukesermons
Google www.plus.google.com/+StlukerichmondOrgSLLC/about
Pinterest ~ www.pinterest.com/stlukelutheran
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